
Figure 1. The rare Coastal Red Oak Woodland at 
Barachois, NB. Photo by Josh Noseworthy, 
2008.  
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Thinking back to the school year, I remember wondering, “What the heck am I going to 
do this summer”? Being part of the Forestry and Environmental Management program at 
the University of New Brunswick, there were lots of opportunities to work outside of the 
Maritimes, but I decided that after 3 years of traveling during my summer work term, I 
wanted to stay a little closer to home.  
 
After talking to a friend who was involved with NCC doing contract work, I decided I 
would do a little research to find out more about the organization. I stumbled across the 
Shell Conservation Intern website and read some of the past interns work experiences. I 
decided that this was the job for me; traveling, working in remote locations, and getting a 
chance to really build on the skills I had learned in school. I applied for the New 
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island stewardship field intern position with the hopes of 
gaining a better understanding of the area I called home, and I was certainly not 
disappointed. 
 
My summer work experience has brought me to some incredible locations throughout the 
Maritimes. I have had the opportunity to 
see some amazing, and sometimes rare 
habitats including ancient sand dunes, 
coastal red oak woodlands, salt marsh 
estuaries, and pristine sphagnum bogs, 
among others. I have visited 19 different 
NCC sites throughout the Maritimes with 
activities such as: a reforestation project 
within the Musquash Estuary; invasive 
plant removal in the Kingston Penninsula; 
helping fellow intern Caitlin Porter search 
for globally rare lichens in the Aspotogan 
Penninsula; and assisting with a 
Conservation Volunteer canoe loon 
survey.  

 
The majority of properties I have visited involved a biological or management survey 

followed by a report summarizing the findings. The 
larger of the surveys is called a “baseline” and 
involves a complete inventory of all the plant and 
animal species within each habitat type on the 
property. Completing these surveys has really 
increased my knowledge of the local flora and 
fauna. My past experiences have been related 
specifically to forest ecology and species 
identification for the most part, but this summer has 
provided me with the opportunity to learn about 
species in coastal and wetland systems. The nature Figure 2. The Nationally Endangered 

Piping Plover. Photo by Josh 
Noseworthy, 2008. 


